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continue to fund meritorious proposals received during the first funding round on a rolling basis. We will then
be turning to the Round Two applications armed with more targeted objectives, streamlined processes, and
valuable experi-ence based on the lessons we have learned. These awards create jobs, expand eco-nomic
opportunities, and enhance community Internet availability. LOOKING AHEAD At mid-course, building from
lessons-learned, we are making adjustments to the program. In order to enable full and fair review of all
applications and meet our September 2010 deadline, we consolidated the final two rounds of funding into one.
This approach, recommended by the Government Accountability Office ( GAO ), was announced on January 15,
2010, in the second BTOP Notice of Funds Availability. Consolidation of funding rounds, coupled with refining
the priorities of BTOP and improving the application process, will help expedite the grant-making process to
the fullest extent possible and ensure that the highest-impact projects are funded by the deadline of September
30, 2010. For the second and final round of funding, NTIA is also making a number of changes to sharpen the
programs funding focus. In particular, NTIA is adopting a comprehensive communities approach to award
BTOP grants for infrastructure projects that emphasize Middle...
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