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New Book. During the Tang dynasty, the imperial capital of
Chang an (present-day Xi an) was unrivaled in its monumental
scale, with about one million inhabitants dwelling within its
walls. It was there that one of the most enduring cultural and
political institutions of the empire--the civil service
examinations--took shape, bringing an unprecedented influx of
literati men to the city seeking recognition and official status
by demonstrating their literary talent. To these examination
candidates, Chang an was a megalopolis, career launch pad,
and most importantly, cultural paradigm. As a multifaceted
lived space, it captured the imaginations of Tang writers,
shaped their future aspirations, and left discernible traces in
the writings of this period. City of Marvel and Transformation
brings this cityscape to life together with the mindscape of its
sojourner-writers. By analyzing narratives of experience with a
distinctive metropolitan consciousness, it retrieves lost
connections between senses of the self and a sense of place.
Each chapter takes up one of the powerful shaping forces of
Chang an: its siren call as a destination; the unforeseen nooks
and crannies of its...
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This pdf is wonderful. It is definitely simplified but excitement from the 50 percent in the ebook. You wont sense
monotony at at any time of your time (that's what catalogues are for relating to should you request me).
-- Ja queline K er luke    

I just started looking at this pdf. It can be rally fascinating throgh studying period of time. Its been printed in an
extremely basic way and is particularly only following i finished reading through this publication where in fact altered
me, change the way i really believe.
-- Mr . Stepha n McK enz ie      
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