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Edinburgh University Press. Hardback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, Perspectives on the Older Scottish
Tongue, Christian J. Kay, Margaret MacKay, This book celebrates the rich diversity of the Scots language and
the culture it embodies. It marks two important events in Scots language scholarship: the completion of the
Dictionary of the Older Scottish Tongue (DOST) in 2001 and the publication of its final volumes in 2002. The
thirteen chapters which comprise the volume cover many aspects of Scottish life as illuminated by the words
used to describe them. The writers, experts in their own fields, are linked by the fact that they have all made use
of the wealth of information in DOST to advance their research. Their topics include the use of DOST in reading
literature, in tracing the consumption of cereals and wine in early Scotland, in elucidating place names and
terms used in shipping, building and measurement, and in defining such complex concepts as homicide and the
role of the 'gossip'. Nor is the history and structure of the dictionary itself forgotten. There is a study of its
development from its beginnings in the 1920s, together with biographical notes on its editors over the years.
There are also chapters drawing comparisons with the Middle English Dictionary, the Linguistic Atlas of Older
Scots and the proposed historical dictionary of Scottish Gaelic. The book will thus appeal to those interested in
the history of Scots and Scotland, and to those with a more general interest in the history of languages and
development of dictionaries.
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