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Devonshire family, and a small pension from Charles II.,
exceeded the wants of his philosophic life. If he chose to
compute his income, Hobbes says facetiously of himself, in
French sols or Spanish maravedis, he could persuai e liimself
that Croesus or Crassus were by no means richer than himself;
and when he alludes to his property, he considers wisdom to be
his real wealth i-- An quam dives, id est, quam sapiens fuerim?
He gave up his patrimonial estate to his brother, not wanting it
himself; but he tells the tale himself, and adds, that though
small in extent, it was rich in its crops. Anthony Wood, with
unusual delight, opens the character of Hobbes: Though he
hath an ill name from some, and good from others, yet he was
a person endowed with an excellent philosophical soul, was a
contemner of riches, money,...
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