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racism is e.g. the negative projection of colored people in the media. Consequently, this forms a fatal
preconception of blacks that is constantly being reproduced. Langston Hughes and Richard Wright, among the
most prolific of American writers, gained international attention and acclaim in nearly every genre of writing,
including poetry, the short story, the novel, drama, the libretto, the autobiography, journalistic prose, children's
and adolescent literature and song lyrics. Although much of their writing, often expressing social protest, was
easily accessible to scholars and general readers, there is one genre -the essay- that has gone largely unnoticed.
Yet such essays and short, non-fiction passages contribute significantly to Hughes's and Wright's work, striving
for racial equality on a local level, a national, as well as global levels. At first glance, it may appear fruitless to
compare the non-fiction works of Hughes and Wright, since the writers became famous for their poetry and
fictional masterpieces. Also, a comparison between Wright's rather epic artistic style and Hughes's dense,...
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